activities which enabled him to comprehend the elemental forces and to
direct their movement into the channel of the proletarian revolution.*'*

Hating fuss and npise5 and demanding simplicity and modesty in all
things, Lenin was himself a model of exceptional modesty. The workers
described this simplicity of Lenin's as "the simplicity of truth." As Stalin
said:

"This simplicity and modesty., this striving to remain iinobserveds or,
at leas^ not to make himself conspicuous and not to emphasize Ms high
position, this feature was one of Lenin's strongest points as the new leader
of the new masses, of the simple and ordinary masses., of the very 'rank and
file5 of humanity."**

Lenin: ascribed a particularly important role to the machinery of state
in the work of transferring the country to socialist lines and of strengthening
the alliance between the working class and the peasantry.

He was a bitter enemy of bureaucracy and red tape, and took most
resolute measures against those who were guilty of this. He" constantly
urged that it was impermissible for Soviet bodies., whose function it was to
combat bureaucracy, to adopt a purely formal attitude towards any question.
He demanded that criminal proceedings be taken against those guilty of
bureaucracy and that the courts should pass severe sentences upon such
misdemeanants. He suggested that on this point "the fudges ought to be
primed by the Central Committee.**

In September 1921, he wrote a special letter to .the People's Commissariat
of Justice proposing that during that autumn and winter from four to six
of the most glaring cases of bureaucracy in Moscow should be trieda and that
each of these be made a "political" trial. He further suggested that several
clever red tape "experts" should be found who should skilfully launch a
"drive against bureaucracy/* He also proposed that a circular letter should
be issued clearly explaining the need to combat bureaucracy.

Lenin hated deception and fraud in any form and was particularly severe
with embezzlers of socialist property. He demanded the direst punishment
of every case of embezzlement of public funds and property. He hated
deceit, and demanded straightforwardness and truthfulness in all things.

In 1921, a Red Armyman arrived in Moscow to inform Lenin about
cases of abuse of power and embezzlement committed by certain officials in
the Don Region. In a letter he wrote to Lenin, this Red Armyman stated
that this conduct on the part of the officials concerned was causing con-
siderable discontent among the workers and peasants in the region. Lenin
immediately sent a copy of the letter to Molotov3 then Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, suggesting that a special commission,
consisting of members of the Central Executive Committee of Soviets and
of ten to twenty students of the Sverdlov University^ be sent to the Don
Region3 together with the Red Armyman^ to enquire into the circumstances
on the spot and shoot those who were proved guilty. Referring to the Red
Armyman, he wrote in a separate note to Molotov : "(i) find tie author of
the letter at oncey invite him to your office., pacify Mm^ tell him I am ill*
but that I am taking immediate action in the matter/****

Even in the most tense moments of the struggle against the foreign
interventionists and Russian Whiteguards3 Lenin had urged the necessity

* Statin on Lenin* Eng. ed., p. 42.
** Ibid., p. 37-

*** Lenin Miscellany\ Russ. ed., Vol. XX, p. 333*
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